English 10-2/-1/Seward

Writing a Movie Review

A movie critic’s job is to let the audience know if a movie is worth seeing.  To be a great critic, you should know your audience, be able to state your opinion clearly and concisely, and really love the movies.

Review Styles and Features

Take a look at the variety of movie reviews in newspapers, magazines, video and TV guides and on Web sites.  Take note of the different styles and approaches to reviewing.  These are the common elements in movie reviews:

· basic information about the movie

· an opinion on the overall quality of the movie

· supporting evidence to back up the opinion

· a descriptive opening sentence

· the movie title and genre (romantic comedy, drama, documentary, horror, and so on)

· the names of the leading actors, producers, director, and sometimes the cinematographer or screenwriter

· a final rating

At The Movies

Make notes either during or immediately after seeing the move.  Jot down the title, the director, the leading actors, and any other pertinent information.  

After you’ve seen the movie, think about your initial reaction to it.  You might want to focus on the following elements and record your responses to them.

· The actors:  Were they well cast?  Were they good actors or not?

· The directing:  Did the director handle the actors and screenplay well?

· The screenplay:  Was the script mediocre or superb?

· The cinematography:  Was the camera work spectacular of boring?

Writing Your Review

Here is the format and some strategies you can use to help you organize and write your review.

Decide on the one major element that made the movie good or bad.  This might be the acting, direction , or screenplay.

Opening Paragraph:  Your opening paragraph should grab the reader’s attention by setting the tone of the review.  It needs to include a description of the movie as well as your opinion of it.  Use vivid adjectives, such as fast-paced, witty, disturbing, shocking, or action-packed.  You must also include the movie title and genre, the names of the leading actors, producers, director, cinematographer and screenwriter.

Paragraph One:  This paragraph will include a synopsis, or summary, of the movie.  It should be brief and should describe the main action or conflict and characters without giving away the whole story or the ending.  If what makes the movie so good is a surprise in the plot that you have to reveal, include a warning giving the reader a choice about whether or not to keep reading.

Paragraph Two:  In this paragraph, give your opinion of the movie, offering evidence to support it.  Examine why you have such strong feelings about the movie.  You must answer the following questions: 

· Was the story well developed?

· Were the characters believable and multidimensional, or stereotypical?  If they were stereotypical, was there a good reason?

· Was the movie too long or too short?

· Were you entertained throughout the movie or were there parts that dragged?

· If you state that the movie was funny and well written, give examples of humorous lines.  If you claim that the acting was poor, offer reasons.  If you have mixed feelings about the movie, sort out what you believe were the good and bad parts, and write about these separately.

Concluding Paragraph:  In this paragraph, end with a concluding statement explaining why you recommend or do not recommend the movie.  Give the movie a rating.  You can use letters of the alphabet (A being the best, D being the worst) or stars (five stars, the top rating, one star, the lowest).  Expressing your personal opinion here is vital, as many readers will determine whether or not to see a movie based on your review and rating.

