Powerpoint Presentations
MULTIMEDIA PRESENTATIONS may be compelling and persuasive, or they may be glib and disappointing.  In the worst case, presenters will devote more attention to special effects than they will spend on the issues or topic being studied.   In the best case, the presentation enhances and communicates a larger and deeper body of work and thought.
Avoid powerpoint "poisoning": too many bullets, too much clip art, simple thoughts, one liners, mind bytes, mind candy; death by powerpointing.
Antidotes for Powerpoint Poisoning
1.
Emphasize Ideas and Logic. Presentations should be more about ideas than flash.
· maintain depth and complexity of detail
· provide sufficient evidence / supporting examples
· distill words in the presentation to main ideas, phrases and key
points. You will need to elaborate more.
2. Design Artfully
· consider audience

· eliminate distractions; flashing slides with many different

transitions, dazzling sound effects and gimmicks of various kinds
can distract the audience from the content of the presentation
· choose a few special effects placed carefully
· select powerful images
· consider copyright and documentation

· apply design principles: Proportion, Balance, Restraint, Harmony, Originality
3. Deliver Dramatically
· maintain eye contact
· avoid reading slides aloud: You need to expound and elaborate upon the points in the slides. The words on the slides are meant as talking points and headings.   Trust the audience to read them without help and turn our own efforts toward elaboration, "speak with conviction and knowledge.
