WRITING A THEME STATEMENT

	Do…
	Incorrect
	Correct

	…express the theme as a general comment on a subject (not as a subject)
	The theme is love
	Love often has a positive effect on the human spirit

	…express the theme in your own words

(no clichés!)
	Crime doesn’t pay
	People who commit crimes may be punished in unexpected ways

	…express the theme as an insight into life

(not as a moral)
	It’s wrong to gossip about people.
	Gossip can seriously damage a person’s reputation

	…use qualifying words such a sometimes, can, often, and may
(not always, never, all, everyone-these are too general)
	Poverty causes crime.
	Poverty can transform honest people into criminals.

	…draw general insight from the character’s behavior (but don’t refer to the specific character in your theme statement)
	Maria learned not to trust her friends
	Friends aren’t always trustworthy.


Using the guidelines above, write theme statements for the following ideas developed in An Unfinished Life:

Guilt:___________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________

Forgiveness:____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Grief:__________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Redemption:_____________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________

Remember, there is no one answer. As long as the details in the film can support your theme statement, it will be correct. 
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