Using Quotations in Writing

Using the direct words of a speaker or writer can add impact and credibility to your essays and reports.  

· A direct quotation uses the exact words of the speaker or writer.

· The quotation is placed in quotation marks “  ” .

· A page reference follows the quotation ( ).

· Use MLA style: author and page number. (O’Brien 253)

· Include a Bibliography at the end of the essay.

· Use quotations that support and develop your ideas.

· As much as possible, keep quotations short (5 words or less) and integrate them into your sentence.

· If not integrated, longer quotations need to be introduced, placed in a context, and preceded by a colon (:).

· Watch for two mistakes students often make:
· Stringing together too many quotations.  This is your work, not a compilation of other people’s words.

· Inserting quotations without integrating them.  Quotations should be naturally and smoothly integrated into your work.  You need to provide some context of build-up before a quotation.  Then make some connection to your ideas and arguments after.
Examples:

Integrating brief quotations:

· Because the narrator is drafted to a war he “hated” (O’Brien 74), he contemplates becoming a draft dodger.  This idea creates “a kind of schizophrenia. A moral split.” (O’Brien 74)  As he battles this split, he is forced to make a decision: stay and fight a war he does not believe in, or run and become a fugitive and an embarrassment to his family.
Using a quotation within a quotation (quoting dialogue)

· When the narrator discusses his past job at the slaughterhouse with Elroy, he refers to it as a ‘”[p]retty bad”’ one.  (O’Brien 79)

Offsetting a longer quotation:
· As O’Brien struggles with this moral dilemma, he challenges the reader:

(double space to off-set)
What would you do?

Would you jump?  Would you feel pity for          
yourself? Would you think about your family 
and your childhood and your dreams and all        
you’re leaving behind?  Would it hurt?  
Would it feel like dying?  Would you cry, 
as I did? (O’Brien 81) 
(Centre the quotation, but do not use quotation marks unless it is dialogue. Write exactly as it is in the original text.)
