Literary Essay – “Workbook”
The Introduction

A strong introduction is easy to attain when you follow a plan.  Start well, and you have to work hard to mess up. Start badly, and there’s almost no way to recover.  Remember, your introduction offers an immediate first impression of your writing ability so make it memorable.


SECTION A

· Make it Sparkle. Grab the reader’s attention with a stylistically interesting & effective opening (I.e. a carefully chosen quotation, significant observation, rhetorical question, or anecdote.)  

· Present the general, overall topic 

      of the essay. (Define and/or clarify 
      the topic if necessary.)


SECTION B

· Introduce the genre (short story, novel, poem, modern or Shakespearean play, etc.), title, and author of the literature you’re analyzing.

· Hint at the content of the body of the essay.

SECTION C

· Thesis statement 

· Be clear and precise; your thesis is the main idea/argument/controlling idea/focus of your essay.


Get in; Get out; Get going.  How long should your introduction be?  As long as it takes you to introduce 1.  Your subject  2.  Your title  3.  The author  4.  Your thesis.  Don’t be long winded; say what you have to say concisely.

The Body Paragraphs
· To determine the organizational pattern of the paper, logically and clearly break your thesis into necessary sections. (I.e. key scenes/incidents or moments in the story, key steps in a characters’ development, changing attitudes throughout the story…) 

· Each paragraph/section focuses on only one specific incident, literary technique, character, or idea.  DO NOT PRESENT A PLOT SUMMARY!

· Select strong, insightful, and appropriate details that prove your thesis to be true.

· Include a topic sentence that contains transition as well as words and phrases that link back to the thesis.

· The rest of the paragraph is an insightful explanation of the idea presented in the topic sentence that includes strong quotations and paraphrases from the literature as support.  (4-5 supporting details; 2 of those details should contain specific quotations for support, the other 3 should paraphrase that support.)





The Conclusion

Say goodbye effectively.  Your conclusion is the last chance you have to wow your reader.  It is the final impression you leave your reader with before he/she grades your work.  Convincingly remind your audience that all of the arguments you chose in the body of your essay fit together.  The body of your essay has broken up your thesis statement, and your conclusion should put it all back together.  Get in; Get out; Get done!
SECTION C

· Has the same purpose as the last section of the introduction.

· To begin the conclusion, REWORD your thesis statement.  Stylistically echo rather than repeat word for word.

· Opening sentence MUST BEGIN WITH SOME TYPE OF TRANSITION.


SECTION D

· After examining the FULL presentation of ideas made in your body paragraphs, explain the OVERALL SIGNIFICANCE OR IMPORTANCE of those details.

· Reminds your reader of the most effective parts of the argument.

· Remember to provide TRANSITION when linking items of discussion.
SECTION E

· Universal Appeal – ideas present must appeal to a wide audience and have significance or purpose outside the literature.

· The only section you can use first person pronouns.

· Make your concluding sentence, like your intro, stylistically effective (I.e. utilize a forceful quotation, question, generalization, etc.)  Again, echo rather than repeat exactly to reveal how your essay has come full circle.

OTHER GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR THE ESSAY

1. No slang or contractions.

2. Write in the present tense.

3. Avoid passive voice.

4. Never say, "In this essay I will talk about..." (Very weak.)
5. Literary essays must include specific supporting quotations. As you develop your ideas, look to the literature for appropriate, relevant, and meaningful examples/quotations from the text itself.  Weave in these necessary details eloquently with your own writing.  If texts are not allowed during the essay writing session these supporting quotations must be memorized in advance.

6. All details in your essay must relate directly to the ideas stated in your thesis. No contradictions.

7. Do not present a plot summary.

8. Please spell the author's name correctly (write it out in full the first time you use it, then subsequently use only the last name; e.g. Alice Munro...Munro) Do not use the author’s first name alone. (Bill, Will, or Mr. Shakespeare sounds disrespectful; William Shakespeare…Shakespeare is appropriate)

9. Make sure your introductions and conclusions are powerfully written.

10. Include an interesting, creative, or witty title.

11. Must follow a 5 – paragraph minimum structure.

12. Double-space your final copy.
13. If you are typing your essay, you must log onto the computer yourself.

14. Use a 12 or 14 size font, and only clearly legible font styles will be accepted.

15. SAVE YOUR WORK OFTEN to your student school folder or disk.

16. Spell check and proofread for errors.  Correct any errors on your final draft neatly.  Leave time for this important step of editing.


The term ESSAY comes from the French word, “essais” which means, “to try” or “attempt.” So try your very best.












