English/Seward

Levels of Generality

Levels of generality are meant to help you understand how to make each sentence in your essay more specific than the last.  Knowing how this works, and applying to your writing,  will make it easier for you to really prove your thesis in your essays.

#1 – thesis statement for essay


#2 – topic sentence for paragraph



#3 – example or idea that proves topic of paragraph




#4 – detail used to explain example or idea in paragraph

#5 – explanation of the detail that illustrates how it proves the significance of idea in paragraph

In order to be certain that you are indeed developing ideas and supporting your ideas with details, you must plan your sequence of levels.

Paragraph Patterns Using Levels of Generality

Coordinate Sequence


#2 – topic sentence



#3 >



#3 > all three #3s are examples or ideas which expand upon and support

         topic sentence



#3 >


#2 – clincher sentence which rewords topic sentence

Subordinate Sequence


#2 – topic sentence

#3 – example or idea that expands upon and supports topic sentence




#4 – detail which explains example





#5 – explanation of detail 


#2 – clincher sentence which rewords topic sentence

Mixed Sequence


#2 – topic sentence

#3 - example or idea that expands upon and supports topic sentence




#4 – detail which explains example





#5 – explanation of detail

#3 - example or idea that expands upon and supports topic sentence




#4 – detail which explains example





#5 – explanation of detail

#3 - example or idea that expands upon and supports topic sentence




#4 – detail which explains example





#5 – explanation of detail


#2 – clincher sentence which rewords topic sentence
