Point of View
Point of view refers to the perspective, or “eyes” from which the author writes a story.  The writer is not a narrator, or character, in the story.

The following charts define four points of view, provides an example of each, and mentions advantages and/or disadvantages of each.

First Person Point of View
	Definition

A character involved in the action of the story, either directly or by observing it, tells what happens. Pronouns I and we are used outside of dialogue, or words in quotation marks.

	Sample

I couldn’t believe my ears when I heard Adam lie to his wife Edna about where he’d been.  I knew Edna would be furious when she learned the truth.

	Advantage
Use of pronouns I and we cause the reader to identify closely with the character telling the story.  The reader understands the narrator’s thoughts and feelings.
Disadvantage
The narrator recounts his or her opinion which may be biased and not truthful. Readers should question the honesty of this character’s explanation.



	Definition

In the omniscient point of view, the writer knows everything about all characters, exactly what they think and feel. You learn about the characters through this outside perspective that all knowing. 


	Sample

George was shocked when he heard Adam lie to his wife, Edna.  Adam felt guilty but he couldn’t tell his wife the truth.

	Advantage

The reader knows what most characters think and feel, and, thus, understands their motivation for actions.




Omniscient Point of View
	Definition

Similar to omniscient, the writer is not a participant in the story.  His/Her knowledge is limited to one or two characters, about whom he knows everything.  The writer does not reveal thoughts and feelings of any other characters. 

	Sample

Edna listened as Adam explained where he had been.  George was shocked when he heard Adam lie to his wife, Edna.  George knew that Edna would eventually learn the truth.   He wondered what she’d do when she discovered the truth.

	Advantage

The reader experiences events through one (or two) character’s thoughts and feelings and understands why that character (or characters) acts the way he does.

Disadvantage

The reader does not know what most characters are thinking and may not understand their actions.


Limited Omniscient Point of View
Objective Point of View
	Definition

The writer tells only the facts of the story without personal judgments.  The characters’ thoughts and/or feelings are not disclosed, and the writer remains a detached observer without emotion. 

	Sample

Edna and George listened as Adam explained where he had been.  George turned away from Adam.  Adam walked out of the room.   

	Disadvantage

The reader must determine from facts presented how characters’ feel and think.




