BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH PROJECT

LANGUAGE ARTS 9

ASSIGNMENT – Who Will I Write About?

Choose someone you know very well and have seen in a variety of situations.  You will begin a project where you will “sketch” their life in writing by presenting memories and activities shared with this person.

This project will be divided into three stages:  1) a “notebook” of first draft entries; 2) a compilation of final draft entries and visuals; and 3) a cover page design. 

1. Class time will be given to complete 5 first draft entries related to the subject of the sketch.  Each entry will be evaluated (completion and general writing skill proficiency) and returned for editing.  Attached is a list of formats for the entries.  You must choose a minimum of three of the writing formats listed and 2 visual formats.
**Late entries will not be accepted after due date listed.  You will receive a “0” for all late entries.
2. Computer time will be available as soon as the project begins.  All final drafts of entries must be typed.  
3. Begin gathering visuals for your subject early.  Each of the written entries requires a visual.  You must include a minimum of 5 total visuals in the final document.
Formats for Writing (choose 3)
· Personal Response

· Short Story Excerpt



· Interview

    

· News Article


· Magazine Article
   

· Diary/Journal Entries

Formats for Visual (choose 2)
· Poetry (2 poems = 1 entry)
· Cartoon

· Advertisement

· Inspirational Poster

**Refer to the chart for help in planning topics for each entry.  These are suggested guidelines only.

	Topic Suggestions
	
	

	MEMORY 
	Think of an important memory shared with your subject, a time you would both remember fondly.  Include detail and vivid description.
	…How did you meet?…

…When they were really there for you…

…Something drew you together…

	ACTIVITY/ACTION 

· Activity (hobby, sport, pastime)
· Action (a single event, such as leaving school, how they perform a sport, etc.)
	Think of an activity or an action that your subject regularly performs.  Describe your subject involved in that activity or action, either alone or with other people.  Re-create a specific event you witnessed them in.  Include detail and vivid description.
	

	PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
	Don’t forget to…
	Describe your subject including some or all of the following characteristics:  face and body type, how they dress, mannerisms, posture, voice, etc.


	
	
	

	ANOTHER MEMORY 
	Pick an event you shared with your subject that shows another side of your subject’s personality from the one revealed by the event in “Memory #1”.  Include detail and vivid description.
	…Most embarrassing moment…

…Best time ever…

…Worst thing…



	LIKES/DISLIKES

· People
· Places
· Objects
· Ideas
	This can be tedious and boring to read unless you pick an inventive format like…

…an ad reflecting their tastes…

…a “Wanted Poster” perhaps?


	

	FEELINGS
	Consider poetry to best express

your thoughts…
	Think about how you truly feel about your subject and describe what they have brought to your life.  What is it about them that stands out from the rest of the people you know?  Include detail and vivid description.


