MLA Style

In-Text Citations

· When quoting, paraphrasing, or summarizing another person’s ideas, include enough information in parentheses after the reference but before the end punctuation for the reader to locate the complete source in your bibliography.  Usually, the author’s surname and a page number is sufficient.

· Do not repeat information that has already been noted in the body of the text.

· If the document has no page or section numbers (for example, if it is an online source), use the author’s name alone.

· If the document has no author, use a word from the title to identify it.

· Examples:

· One writer points out that money and the desire for independence are the prime motivating factors for young people looking for their first job (Schaffer 7).

· As Karen Schaffer writes in Hire Power, “I can muse all I like about happiness, skills, and career opportunities, but the truth of the matter is that many of us would never get a job if we didn’t need the money” (7).
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· Entries should be double-spaced and listed alphabetically by author (if no author is given, use title).

· All lines except the first line of each entry should be indented five spaces.
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A Newspaper Article

Note:  Use the + symbol only if the article appears on several pages that are not in sequence.
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A Video

Note: If you are citing the work of an actor or director, begin the entry with his or her name, followed by the title.
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Web Pages

Note: The first date listed is the date the article or information was posted (if available).  The second date is the date when it was retrieved from the site by the user.  Use angle brackets around URL addresses.
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