Having trouble understanding poetry? Try some of these strategies: 

· You should read the poem several times. 
· It can help to read the poem aloud. 
· You can jot down any impressions or feelings you get while reading the poem. 

· You can write down-lines and phrases that appeal to you and try to explain why. 

· You can look up the meaning of unfamiliar words in a dictionary.

· You can note any words or phrases that are repeated and consider why. 

· You can find someone to read the poem and discuss impressions with.  If the poem is punctuated regularly, the poem should be read in sentences. In other words, the meaning isn't necessarily contained within a single line but may continue into the next line or lines. 

· If the poem is written in stanzas, the stanza breaks may indicate the end of sentences or thought, or shifts in thought. 

· The title may point to the theme of the poem or contains an important piece of information. 

· If the poem has a speaker, determine the speaker's situation and tone.

· The ending of a poem often signals the theme. 

· The poet's language and imagery develop the mood of a poem.

· The poet will likely use figurative language that shouldn't be interpreted literally. 

· Much poetry contains imagery to help the reader imagine what is being described. 

· Poetry may contain symbols, which represent something more than what they refer to. 
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