Finding a Book that FITS!!!

	Complete the instructions below
	After completing the instructions in the left column write down what you know about the book or can predict about the book.
	On a scale of 1 to 10 how badly do you want to read this book.

1 = If I had to read this book I would rather die of a million bee stings!

10 = I love this book so much;  I can’t wait to read it!
	Answer YES or NO as to whether this book is a good fit for you.

	Look at the picture on the front cover
	
	
	

	Read the title and author
	
	
	

	Flip through the pages looking at font size, pictures, length, text structure etc.
	
	
	

	Read the back summary
	
	
	

	Read the first page  
	
	
	


Short Stories: Reading Strategies: 

Subtitle: How to Dig Beneath the Surface

1. Annotate: Write all over your copy of the story. Make notes in the margins and underline or highlight significant or revealing passages. 

2. Do comprehension questions: They have been written to help you discover hidden truths. Sometimes it helps to read them before reading the story. Also thoughtfully completed answers will help you prepare for the final written exam months from now. 

3. Discuss impressions and answers with other students or the teacher. 

4. Complete note taking charts which focus on major elements of stories. 

5. Re-read the stories. 

6. Look up unfamiliar words. Always be striving to increase your vocabulary. It will help tremendously with reading exams. 

7. Read material written by other authors about the story or the author. 

8. Look for and explain symbols. 

9. Be prepared to back up any generalizations or assertions about the story with quotations. This is why we annotate. You write your generalizations in the margins and underline the quotations that support them. Remember: Thought and Detail = Ideas and Support. 

10. Look for figures of speech and over-arching metaphors. 
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