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RESOURCES:



  
Between the Lines 12 Nelson English




Communicate Nelson English

Night by Elie Wiesel
Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller 




Taming of the Shrew by William Shakespeare




ELA Handbook (you received in grade nine or see on-line McCoy documents)
 One extra Novel of your choice from List Provided in Class
SPECIFIC COURSE OBJECTIVES/CONCEPTS:

There are two basic aims of senior high school English language arts.  One aim is to encourage, in students, an understanding and appreciation of the significance and artistry of literature.  A second aim is to enable each student to understand and appreciate language and to use it confidently and competently for a variety of purposes, with a variety of audiences and in a variety of situations for communication, personal satisfaction and learning.

Literature allows students to experience, vicariously, persons, places, times and events that may be far removed from their day-to-day experiences.  Literature invites students to reflect on the significance of cultural values and the fundamentals of human existence; to think about and discuss essential, universal themes; and to grapple with the intricacies of the human condition.  By studying Canadian literature, students are able to reflect on citizenship from a Canadian perspective.  The study of Canadian literature within a Canadian context helps students to develop respect for the cultural diversity and common values of Canada.

By studying works of literature, students come to understand how text creators use language to produce effects, such as suspense, humour and pathos, and to create multiple layers of meaning.  By studying the craft of text creators, students develop their own creative and cognitive abilities.

Language study helps students develop an awareness of the strategies that they use to complete learning tasks successfully and to talk about, write about and represent themselves as learners.  In essence, the study of language enables students to develop metacognition:  it enables them to become more consciously aware of their own thinking and learning processes and to gain greater control of these processes.  Essentially, metacognition involves reflection, critical awareness and analysis, monitoring, and reinvention.

Five general outcomes serve as the foundation for the English language arts program.  Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to:

· explore thoughts, ideas, feelings and experiences

· comprehend literature and other texts in oral, print, visual and multimedia forms, and respond personally, critically and creatively

· manage ideas and information

· create oral, print, visual and multimedia texts, and enhance the clarity and artistry of communication

· respect, support and collaborate with others

SEQUENCE OF INSTRUCTION:

The following is the anticipated order of instruction of major topics/units.





    
    Approximate #

UNITS



     of Classes         ________________________________________________________________________                                                                  

Short Stories




16

Non-Fiction




12

Shakespeare




20

Novel





18

Poetry





  6

Media/Film Study



  5

________________________________________________________________________

EVALUATION OF STUDENT PROGRESS:

The Diploma Examinations comprise 50% of the student's mark.  The written part and the reading part each make up half of the Department of Education's mark.  The teacher awarded mark comprises the other 50% and is distinguished as follows:

Essays (Major/Minor/other writing assignments)  50%

Tests & Quizzes




  25%



Projects & Presentations



  15%

Employment Skills/Participation/Homework
  10%

DIPLOMA EXAMINATIONS

PART A (WRITTEN RESPONSE):  _______________________________________

PART B (MULTIPLE CHOICE):     _________________________________________

Education is when you read the fine print.  Experience is what you get if you don’t

 








          Pete Seeger
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ELA 30-2 Thematic Implications for the Year’s Literary Focus
Human wants, needs, qualities and situations dictate the internal forces that shape our lives.  Our actions, knowledge, and beliefs are influenced by these inner workings: 

· Achievement creates confidence and a sense of freedom/desire for success
· Personal growth/resourcefulness/courage/determination

· Commitment to our goals/ideals/dreams

· Motivated by the need to prove ourselves
· Self-respect/personal integrity/self-preservation 

· Having a desire to escape or confronting our fears
· The will to survive/endure/persevere/adapt

· Gaining acceptance/tolerance/wisdom/independence/sense of pride
· Using our imagination/being open-minded
· Self-discovery/identity/individual perspective/self-fulfillment

· Hope

· Respect

· Believing that you are not alone
· Discovering passion and meaning when we connect with important things 
External forces or influences beyond our control can impact our lives significantly too. Our actions, knowledge, and beliefs can be forcibly changed by outside pressures:

· Being in the midst of conflict/turmoil/hardships

· Significant events/experiences/changing circumstances/unfamiliar experiences
· How our environment shapes our perceptions
· Facing the unknown or unexpected
· Influential people
· Being influenced by the approval or disapproval of others
· Being alone
· Dealing with our limitations/failures/loss/leaving/moving on
· Threatening forces

· Society’s influences

· Injustices in the world
· Adversity on the human spirit

· Family pressures

Means of achieving goals vary greatly.  Literature offers a variety of examples where we gain perspective from individuals attempting to accomplish/attain an objective.  This determines, impacts, and invariably changes the lives of individuals:   

· Responding effectively/appropriately to challenge(s)
· Taking risks/being compelled to respond
· Making life-altering choices

· Coping with turning points

· Having compassion or seeking it out

· Relying on others for comfort and security

· Establishing ties with others/sharing unforgettable situations/friendships
· Making important contributions through ordinary tasks
· Recognizing the connection between ourselves and the world around us
· Having the power of right attitudes/being genuinely involved
· Overcoming/avoiding/being unable to control circumstances
· Dealing with dilemmas/competing demands/consequences of our actions
