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“A Slim Volume of Terrifying Power”

The New York Times
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Student Responses to Night

· Until I read this novel I had no idea how much children suffered.

· I am exceptionally honored to have read such a touching novel.  I was amazed, saddened, and surprised.

· Facts like these imprinted a vivid picture in my mind that I will never forget.

· Not one page of this book was boring; you just wanted to read more and more…very emotional.

· This story makes the reader experience the pains of war and really appreciate the life we have right now.  He (Elie) does not give up.

· It was inspirational…it is no wonder that Wiesel was presented with the 1986 Nobel Peace Prize…vivid images and eloquent details…I gained new insight.

· The novel is a beautifully horrific account of what it means to believe, whether that is in God or in one’s self, and the unbelievable strength of the human spirit.

· I feel guilty for ever having complained about the “hardships” that I have faced.

· This novel reminds us to cherish and love what we have in life, because we can never predict what may happen.

· Painful reading.

· One cannot help but sit in quiet silence and try to comprehend the evil that was openly displayed during World War II.

· Keep reading this to your class!

· It made our teacher cry.

· At times I had to remind myself that this was a real story and not fiction.

· A very emotional story…this will be a story that I will remember for the rest of my life.

· …cords of sadness, horror, and disbelief.  Survival is proven through love.

· Fifteen years old and this boy endured more than most of us will experience in a lifetime.

· It’s almost impossible to put down on paper mere words to explain the impact that every word had on me.

· …the violin…that part of the book was so passionate it was like reading poetry.

· We cannot forget what happened…everyone needs to remember the pain.

· This shocking memory of evil carries an unforgettable message…I would recommend it to everyone.

· …the feeling of surreal; it left me questioning…How does an individual find words of happiness when you have seen the worst?

· …this isn’t a book, it’s a life.



Introduction
You will be reading about the concentration camps established by Hitler's regime during World War II. It is a gruesome story; one that is not easy to read about. The cruelty seems senseless, but knowing the truth is important, according to Elie Wiesel, because that is the only way we can prevent something like this from happening again. 

Student Focus:

· What was the "Final Solution" and how were its objectives carried out in places like Jewish ghettos and concentration camps like Auschwitz/Berkinau and Dachau? 

· How did Hitler use the political climate after World War I and his prejudice toward the Jews to implement his rise to power and his "final solution"? 

· What is the importance of survivor testimonials like Elie Wiesel's in Night in preventing future Holocausts? 

· How were the propaganda techniques of scapegoating and stereotyping used by the Third Reich to condone and even encourage behavior that most German citizens would have considered abhorrent? 

·  Why has Wiesel devoted his life to keeping the memory of the Holocaust alive? In what ways has his life since been molded by the horrific events of the Holocaust?

Questions (Preface, Forward, pages 1-20)

1. Robert McAfee Brown in his Preface (p.v) writes repeatedly of “cultured people.”  What bothers him about “cultured people?”


2. Why is Francois Mauriac, author of the Foreword, troubled by what he sees in Elie Wiesel?


3. “It was neither German nor Jew who ruled the ghetto – it was illusion.” (p. 10) What details from the first segment of the book of nonfiction show that people were indeed ruled by illusion?  

4. Why does the narrative begin where it does, with the meeting of Elie and Moshe near the end of 1941? 


 Explain at least two real alternatives that the Wiesel family had even as late as spring of 1944?  Why did the family not choose one of these alternatives?

5. Initially, how do Jewish people find merit in life in the ghetto?  What are they ignoring?


6. “Everything could be found there:  suitcases, portfolios, briefcases, knives, plates, banknotes, papers, faded portraits.  All those things that people had thought of taking with them, and which in the end they had left behind.  They had lost all value.” (p. 15) What is said to us by the sort of things that had lost value?






7. At the time of deportation, is the long wait in the hot sun merely poor organization, or is there a motive for the delay?


8. Explain the emotional effect of the words:  “Yet our friends of yesterday were probably waiting behind their shutters for the moment when they could pillage our houses”? (p. 19)




9.   Describe the relationship between Elie and his father.




10.  Notice Elie’s writing style, (e.g. “I got to know him toward the end of 1941.  I was twelve.  I believed profoundly.”) utilizing many simple sentences and many short paragraphs.  Why?  How does such writing suit the author’s purposes?




11. “Night fell.” (p. 10)  “Night had fallen.” (p. 15) “Night.” (p. 18) Why do readers face such succinct expressions of such an important image?



Questions (pages 21-43)

1. Those who kill Jews are motivated by more than prejudice.  Explain their other motives.


2. Identify at least three factors which dehumanize the victims of the Nazis.



3. Madame Schachter’s mad vision is like foreshadowing in a novel, but when she sees the reality, her vision assumes an ironic twist.  What is the irony?


4. The arrival of the train at night at Birkenau uses imagery and the sense of smell to suggest an allusion.  To what does the allusion refer?


5. Two prisoners speak to Elie and his father when they are lined up at Birkenau.  One angrily tells them to lie about their ages, and the other swears at them and asks what they have come there for. (p. 28) Why are the prisoners so angry at the new arrivals?


6. Why don’t the “sturdy young fellows” who “had knives on them” attack the guards? (p. 29)


7. Elie’s father says, “Humanity is not concerned with us.” (p. 30) Is his judgment fair?


8. What has changed in the state of mind of the people who begin to recite the Kaddish, the prayer for the dead, for themselves? (p. 31)


9. What is happening to Elie’s thinking about God?


10.   What do you think it means personally and psychologically to be reduced to a tattooed number such as A-7713?


11.    “Never shall I forget that night, the first night in camp, which has turned my life into one long night, seven times cursed and seven times sealed.  Never shall I forget that smoke.  Never shall I forget the little faces of the children, whose bodies I saw turned into wreaths of smoke beneath a silent blue sky.  Never shall I forget those flames which consumed my faith forever.  Never shall I forget that nocturnal silence which deprived me, for all eternity, of the desire to live.  Never shall I forget those moments which murdered my God and my soul and turned my dreams to dust.  Never shall I forget these things, even if I am condemned to live as long as God himself.  Never.”  (p. 32)

Which are the most effective features of this passage?  What makes them effective?




12.   “Within a few seconds, we had ceased to be men…I glanced at my father.  How he had changed!  …I too had become a completely different person…the child that I was, had been consumed in the flames…” (p. 34) In this very concise book, it has taken eight pages to go from midnight to five in the morning.  The change happened in one night.  Why did the style shift for this passage?



13.   This segment of the book closes with the words: “Buna.  The iron gate closed behind us.” (p. 43) What is the tone?  How is the tone achieved?


Questions (pages 45-62)

1. Two people who seem friendly try to get things from Elie.  What is the difference between the individual wanting Elie’s shoes and Franek wanting Elie’s gold tooth?


2. In comparison, Buna seems like a good camp.  In fact, readers should not miss the point that it features many evils.  What are the worst features of life at Buna?


3. What is sad about the story of the two Czech brothers?


4. In what way does Elie’s attitude toward his father show a change?


5. Why is the death of the young pipel “no light matter”?




6. When an individual is confronted with death endlessly, he/she focuses entirely on self-preservation above all other human needs; even above compassion/love/commitment.  Why do you think this is?



7. “I was a body.  Perhaps less than that even:  a starved stomach.  The stomach alone was aware of the passage of time.”  (p. 50) The impact of starvation on Elie is evident and he allows us to consider how much of our own existence is within the control of our minds.  What does this suggest about the human spirit’s ability to persevere?




8. Describe one part of the book so far that made you see a parallel between your feelings, thoughts, conflicts, dreams, values, or fears and those of a personality in the book.


Questions (pages 63-80)

1. “I felt strong,” Elie thinks on the eve of Rosh Hashanah.  Explain the reasons for his feeling.


2. How does selection affect the camp residents?


3. Elie’s feelings about the execution of Akiba Drumer must have changed with the passage of time.  Explain the alterations in feelings as the days move from selection to three days after Akiba is gone.


4. Recall your thoughts.  What might one reasonably expect might happen when Elie needed an operation?  How do you think Elie survived the operation – what saved him?




5. Why is the block so carefully washed just before the prisoners leave it?


6. As the men walk out into the cold and snow, what would you predict?


7. “The inheritance” (p. 71) says much about the character of Elie’s father.  What sort of person is he?  How has he changed and what is unchanged?




8. What do we learn of the strengths and weaknesses of people in this segment of the book?



9. When he sees his father still alive, Elie thinks, “Were there still miracles on this earth?” (p. 72) To you, what is miraculous so far in the book?



10.   Several details in this segment are made effective through irony.  Identify three ironies in this segment.



11. What is said between the lines:  “And my father?  Suddenly I remembered him.  How would he pass the selection?” (p. 67)

Questions (pages 81-98)

1. In what ways is the evacuation more cruel than life in the camp?



2. We are told what keeps Elie alive.  What do you suppose keeps some of the other survivors alive through the conditions of the evacuation?



3. The death of Juliek seems to have more effect on Elie than many others.  Why is it especially poignant/significant? 




4. Throwing bread into the train cars sounds humane, but instead the act reveals a terrible side of humanity that might remind one of the entertainments of the ancient Romans.  Why did an apparently life-saving act actually show a disregard for life?




5. The death cry that moves from train carriage to train carriage would normally be difficult to explain.  Of the cause, Elie says, “Not knowing why.”  How would you explain the hundreds of simultaneous cries?



6. This section makes readers think about such things as suffering, survival, father-son relationships, death, loss of hope, and cruelty.  Which subject from this section of the novel has the most meaning for you?  Why?




Questions (pages 99-109)
1. Though the high chimney of the crematory is right next to them, the arrivals at Buchenwald scarcely notice (p. 99).  What explanation would you offer for the failure of such a fearful thing to make any impression?



2. Describe the guilt you would expect Elie to feel for what has happened to his father?


3. Within these last chapters, what is the first indication that Elie’s father will not survive these final days of imprisonment?



4. The head of the block tells Elie “Everyone lives and dies for himself alone.” (p. 105) He tells Elie to take his father’s ration for himself.  How do you assess the advice Elie was given?


5. Elie thinks that in the back of his mind there might be something like “Free at last” when his father dies. (p. 106) Is this the lowest point of Elie’s experience?  On what do you base your view?




6. At the time of his father’s death, which feelings dominate Elie?


7. Are you surprised at the lack of desire for revenge following liberation?  Comment.



8. For you, which lines in these final parts of the book convey the strongest emotion?


9. What truth about human nature and/or society has been revealed in this book ending?



10. What are some of the terrible ironies of these final segments of the book?



11. Explain why the final image of Elie (p. 109) has so much power?


“I teach my students how to ask questions.  In the word question, there is a beautiful word – quest.  I love that word.  We are all partners in a quest.”  The essential questions have no answers.  You are my question, and I am yours – and then there is dialogue.  The moment we have answers, there is no dialogue.  Questions unite people, answers divide them.”   Elie Wiesel


(Oprah Interview with Elie Wiesel)








“I have no doubt that education is good for the soul, not only for the mind.  I have no doubt that questions have their own magic, their own charm and their own immortality.  I have no doubt that faith is only pure when it does not negate the faith of another.  I have no doubt that evil can be fought and that indifference is no option.  I have no doubt that fanaticism is dangerous.  And of all the books in the world on life, I have no doubt that the life of one person weighs more than them all.”  Elie Wiesel 





“My humanity derives from my efforts with others.”  Elie Wiesel
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