	

	Sample Literary Exploration Outline

Sample Question:
What is your opinion of the idea that individuals must be resourceful? 
 

Step 1: My response to a friend who asked this question:

Initial belief:  What do most people initially believe to be true?  

Test of the belief:  How are most people’s beliefs tested?  

Result of that experience:  What was the outcome of the experience?

My Answer to the question:
 

Step 2: Generalization that applies to everyone:

 

Step 3: Support 

        a. Support from Literature
Character’s name: 

Initial belief:  What did the character initially believe to be true?  

Test of the belief:  How was his or her belief tested?  

Result of that experience:  What was the outcome of the character’s experience?

        b. Support from Personal Experience or Observation

Situation (what happened): 

Initial belief:  What did you or another individual initially believe to be true?  

Test of the belief:  How was the belief tested?  

Result of that experience:  What was the outcome of the experience or observation?

 

Step 4:  How the topic affects most individuals:

 

Step 5: Three aspects of the topic:

             -

             -

             -



 

Step 6: Topic sentences for these three aspects of the topic:  

 

Step 7:  Select details to support your opinion

a. from the literature 

·  

b. from personal experience and/or observation 

 

Step 8:  How the topic affects society:




