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Supporting the Idea with Literature
controlling idea & topic sentence 
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      How individuals react to the unknown indicates how successful their decision-making will be. Regardless of education and experience, people may face new situations for which they are unprepared. In the fairy tale, “Little Red Riding Hood”, the main character lived a sheltered life protected by her parents. She had never gone anywhere alone, so she believed everyone was good and kind like her parents.
      Individuals in unexpected situations are often unsure of how to react. When Little Red Riding Hood ventured through the forest alone, she trusted the advice of the wolf, a stranger. Although her mother had told her not to leave the path, Little Red Riding Hood believed the wolf would not harm her because he seemed concerned for the welfare of her sick grandmother. After brief consideration of what to do, Little Red Riding Hood went into the woods to pick flowers to cheer her grandmother.
      Decisions made with logic rather than emotion usually have positive results. When Little Red Riding Hood finally arrived at her grandmother’s, she discovered that the wolf had eaten grandmother and planned the same fate for Little Red Riding Hood. Only then did she realize that her decision to disobey her mother’s advice and give her grandmother flowers to make her happy was irresponsible. Grandmother would have been happy to receive the basket of food and the visit from Little Red Riding Hood, and Grandmother would not have come to harm. Little Red Riding Hood’s decision was not logical and had negative results.
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Initial belief 

Test of belief 

Outcome

Little Red Riding Hood believed everyone was good and kind like her parents. 

Little Red Riding Hood trusted the wolf and disobeyed her mother. 

Little Red Riding Hood realized that her decision harmed her and her grandmother. 

The idea presented in the previous composition is clear and well supported with literature; however, people want to know whether these truths apply in daily life. 


