Analytical or Critical Essays:  Patterns of Organization

When you write an essay about literature, there are a number of ways to approach organization.  You will make a decision based on the topic, literature and thesis you create.

The key question:  what is the most effective way to organize the overall idea and details?

1. Chronological:  Move from beginning to end, with a focus on one character.  

· What is the character like at the beginning?

· What happened to the character?

· What is the result for the character?

2. Significant Events:  Choose three significant events that highlight the central idea, with a focus on one character.

· What are the significant events?

· Why are they significant?

· Is there a turning point?

· What is the result?

3. Dimensions of Character:  Character can be looked at in five ways: physical, emotional, social, spiritual and intellectual.  Focus on one character, and examine him/her in relation to the relevant aspects.

· Is the physical aspect necessary?
· What significant events tie in to the aspects?

· In what order should the aspects be discussed?

4. Conflict: Focus on one character.  What conflict(s) does the character encounter?

· What are the major conflicts for the character?

· How do these conflicts affect the character?

· What is significant about these conflicts?

5. Literary Technique:  What literary techniques (irony, imagery, symbolism, foreshadowing, etc.) are used?  What effect is created?

· Identify the techniques.

· One paragraph, minimum, for each technique discussed.

· Specific examples/quotes demonstrating the technique.

· Analysis/explanation of the significance of the technique.

Regardless of the pattern chosen, all analytical or critical essays must include the following:
· An introduction

· Indicate overall idea

· Title of literature and name of author

· Thesis statement (what you are saying about the topic)

· Specific examples from the literature

· What does the example reveal?

· Explain the relevance

· A  conclusion

· A correctly formatted bibliography
