Strategies for Success in Reading Comprehension Exams

When you have completed English 30-2 course, you will write a final exam containing reading comprehension questions.  This exercise will help you gain experience with, and develop strategies for, tackling multiple-choice questions based on reading and/or viewing a text. 
A reading comprehension question has several parts.











Stem 
Choices
Choices

Students sometimes choose incorrect answers to multiple choice questions because they do not know what is being asked.  Use the following strategies to help you gain success in reading comprehension exams. 

Strategy 1:  Read the stems of questions first to focus your reading of the selection.

Reading the stems of questions will help you notice key words and phrases in the reading selection.  When you find these words and phrases in the selection, you will read this part more carefully knowing that information here is required to answer one of the questions.

Strategy 2:  Read the stems of questions before reading the selection to understand what is being asked.
Reading the stem of question before concentrating on details in the selection will help you focus on what is being asked.  For example, analyze the following stem.


In line 1, Robin changed “factories” to “inventors” in order to
The word changed indicates that something has been altered.  The word factories refers to things while the word inventors refers to people.

After engaging in that thinking process, you will look for the effect of word choice in that specific sentence in the selection.
The following is a practice exercise demonstrating how to analyze stems of multiple-choice questions.  The reading that accompanies these questions is not provided here to encourage you to apply Strategy 2: Read the stems of the question before reading the selection to understand what is being asked.  
Stems of a reading comprehension quiz are encased in rectangles.  Key words in each stem are examined under the heading of “Thinking Process”.  Read this tutorial in preparation for a reading comprehension quiz that follows.  You are required to apply this method to each reading comprehension exercise in successive modules.


The change from “smarter” to “more efficient” in line 3 corrects the misleading notion that
Thinking Process:

· smarter refers to intelligence, which applies to people 

· more efficient refers to how someone or something works

· misleading suggests a mistaken idea

· corrects suggests that a mistake has been rectified

In revising line 12, Robin corrected an error by capitalizing “Luddites.” Robin should also capitalize

Thinking Process:

· capitalizing signals proper nouns, such as names, and the beginning of a sentence

· Luddites may require capitalization because it sounds like a specific group of people

· To choose the correct answer to the question, look for a proper noun or the beginning of a sentence


A punctuation error that has escaped Robin’s attention is the
Thinking Process:

· punctuation refers to periods, semi-colons, commas, dashes, question marks, etc.

· error is a clue to look for punctuation that is used incorrectly


The phrase “whether working or playing” has been added to the sentence in line 23 in order to

Thinking Process:

· a phrase is a group of words that adds extra information to a sentence

· whether suggests two alternative actions

· a writer may add something to a sentence to clarify an idea


The revision in the last sentence (lines 23 to 25) shows Robin’s effort to

Thinking Process:
· revision suggests a change has been made

· in the last sentence of a work, writers usually include a re-statement of the main idea

· effort implies that Robin, the writer, wants to improve her work in some way

Now apply this strategy to the following reading comprehension assignment.  The selection and questions are from a former diploma examination.

Robin has been asked to write a brief article on the influence of technology on leisure for the school magazine. Read the first draft of Robin’s article, carefully noting the revisions. 
Technology and Leisure

inventors

We live in an age in which we are constantly urged to buy new products. As soon as factories

think of a way to make some task easier, everyone feels obligated to buy their latest invention.

more efficient
Or, if designers can improve an existing device by making it faster, smaller, or smarter,










technological developments

suddenly last year’s model becomes obsolete. I often wonder if all these things help us to

make better use of our leisure time.

For example, my dad just bought a new laptop computer. His previous laptop was only two

years old, but it lacked sufficient memory. Even though he has desktop computers at work and

at home, he says he needs a laptop so that he can be more effective in meetings. This seems

somewhat excessive

a bit extreme to me because, as a result, he hardly ever has any time to relax. Technology

hasn’t made his job easier or given him more free time.

In our social studies 23 class, we learned that people who were opposed to the development of 





Luddites

Unlike them,

manufacturing machines were called luddites. Myself, I’m not against technology, but I am 

opposed to it’s overuse. People who spend most of their leisure time surfing the Internet or glued to 

the TV are in danger of becoming techno-junkies. We should learn to use technology wisely to 






We

enrich our lives, both at work and at play. we should resist the urge to overuse it.

The book Waiting for the Weekend states that some people use too much of their leisure time 

working to pay for expensive “toys” that would make their leisure time more enjoyable.  Some of 

my friends fall into this category, but I don’t want to be like them. Nor do I want to be the kind of 

person who thinks that leisure time is just time in which to do nothing.  

I want to use my leisure time productively. I derive satisfaction from learning to ski well or play my 

guitar well, and for these hobbies, I need good equipment. In order to pay for my hobbies, I work 

part time; but I also value my leisure time highly and refuse to work too many hours per week. To 







whether working or playing

enjoy a full life, we should realize our potential /. We should use the technology that enhances the 





not allow the technology to become an obsession.

enjoyment of leisure time but don’t go overboard on buying a whole lot of stuff.


2. 
Choose correct answers to questions a. to f.

a. 
In line 1, Robin changed “factories” to “inventors” in order to

A. provide interest

B. correct faulty tense

C. correct exaggeration

D. achieve precise usage

b. 
The change from “smarter” to “more efficient” in line 3 corrects the misleading notion that

A. newer is better

B. devices can think

C. slang is appropriate

D. designers are inventive


c. 
In revising line 12, Robin corrected an error by capitalizing “Luddites.” Robin should also capitalize

A. “designers” in line 3

B. “laptop computer” in line 6

C. “social studies” in line 11

D. “techno-junkies” in line 14


d. 
A punctuation error that has escaped Robin’s attention is the

A. apostrophe in “year’s” (line 4)

B. comma after “example” (line 6)

C. apostrophe in “it’s” (line 13)

D. period after “productively” (line 20)

e. The phrase “whether working or playing” has been added to the sentence in 

line 23 in order to

A. provide exceptions

B. qualify meaning

C. inject humour

D. extend length


f. 
The revision in the last sentence (lines 23 to 25) shows Robin’s effort to

A. correct usage

B. leave the reader less confused

C. get to the point more quickly

D. avoid technical language

Sample Question:						


				


English 30-2 is a required course for credits toward a





summer vacation


graduation present


writing diploma


high school diploma











