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Title Significance:

Chrysanthemum:  any of about 30 species of Eurasian perennial flowering plants of the genus chrysanthemum in the composite family Asteraceae many of which are cultivated for their showy flower heads.  

Greek (gold flower)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chrysanthemum


Notes: 
· The flower has long been a favourite with the Chinese people.

· The latest minting of the 1 yuan coin, you will see the flower on its face is a chrysanthemum.

· The chrysanthemum, which blooms in the cold days of late autumn and early winter, represents nobility and elegance.

· Its Chinese name "ju" means, "gathering together", because the flower looks like a petal ball.

· Today more than 3 000 varieties are blooming in China.

· The chrysanthemum, also known as the "Autumn Flower", is one of the four "honourable plants". The others are plum, orchid and bamboo, which are symbols of nobility. 

· In most ancient essays and poems, writers use the terms "jade bone, icy body, pearl petal and red heart" to describe the flower. For on cold autumn days, when all other flowers were fading away, only the chrysanthemum was able to flourish in the cold winds.

· Actually, rarely is the chrysanthemum compared with women - it is more often associated with independent, proud, noble, wilful and tough men
· Effective herb:  To the common people, chrysanthemums also had uses as a herb. You still find today that Chinese women drink chrysanthemum tea instead of coffee.

· Ancient people believed that this flower, which was able to endure very cold weather, must have attracted "the soul of the sky and earth" - certainly a health benefit.

http://www.fmltea.com/Teainfo/Chrysanthemum.htm
About the Selection:

This story is characteristic of John Steinbeck’s writing, with its realistic description and dialogue, its attention to detail, and its focus on the complexities underlying the seemingly simple lives of ordinary people in rural California in the early to mid 1900’s.  The Chrysanthmums is a snapshot of Elisa, a farmer’s wife and expert gardener.  Though the narrative spans less than a day in her life, we glimpse some of her deepest longings, frustrations, and strengths.  Through suggestion and nuance, Steinbeck reveals that Elisa is confined within social constructions that dictate how women are supposed to behave.  Neither her husband nor the nameless peddler understands her potential or sees her hunger to live a bigger life.  The story ends at Elisa’s weakest moment, yet the reader is left with the impression of a woman who is stronger than everyone around her. 




John Steinbeck Information:

· Born in Salinas, California on Feb. 27, 1902

· Went to Stanford University; took courses in English, classical literature, and zoology; not enough credits to graduate

· Worked as a road construction labourer, ranch hand, sugar-mill hand, factory chemist, war correspondent, migrant fruit worker (as a result, The Grapes of Wrath was published in 1939, winning the Pulitzer Prize)

· Helped build Madison Square Garden in NYC 1925

· Had lots of rejected manuscripts

· Married 3 times:  Carol Henning; divorced in 1942; married Gwyndolyn Couger Verdon in 1943; had two children; divorced; married Elaine Scott in 1950

· Had a wandering lifestyle

· October, 1962 was awarded the Nobel Prize for literature, largely for his novel, The Grapes of Wrath.

· Some other works:  Tortilla Flat (1935), In Dubious Battle (1936), Of Mice and Men (1937), Cannery Row (1945), The Red Pony (1945), The Wayward Bus (1947), The Pearl (1947), East of Eden (1952), The Winter of Our Discontent (1961), and Travels with Charley (1962)

· John Steinbeck died on December 20th, 1968 of heart failure.

The artist in Steinbeck was interested in presenting the entire vista of human experience.  But as a philosopher, his purpose was to provide a voice for the oppressed and inarticulate.  While Steinbeck rejected orthodox religion, he expounded a naturalistic mysticism.  There is a “power” that can lead to the good of all, he admitted, but he believed it resided in the soul of man.  While Steinbeck’s works have been termed sordid and depressing, they are not without hope and beauty.  Though he sometimes dwelled on the exploitation of modern capitalism, he also revelled in the simple joys of life and the splendours of nature.  Moreover, the awesome compassion infusing his writing allowed him to simultaneously express anger, sympathy, and sorrow in lyrical and touching language.  

If one label were to be applied to Steinbeck’s style, it would have to be naturalism, since the search for truth defines the form as well as the content of his work.  Steinbeck was always anxious to present the truth as he saw it, persuasively yet realistically.  His respect for facts – engendered by Steinbeck’s early reporting jobs – carried through to his fiction.  In fact, The Grapes of Wrath stemmed from actual experiences he had while working beside migrant fruit pickers in California.  The inter-chapters of the novel were originally published as pamphlets called, “Their Blood is Strong”.  The novel was not merely published -- it was detonated.  It was so sensational and topical that the public had difficulty judging its artistic merit.  Some critics denounced it as lewd and blasphemous.  Both Oklahoma and California took offence at the picture drawn of their states.  Business, political and religious groups were also outraged.  However, the book had its defenders and the Pulitzer Prize jury saw the essence of its literary excellence.

However, The Grapes of Wrath is much more than a protest novel.  Steinbeck deals specifically with the age-old question of free will vs. necessity…but there is a duality in his attitude, for Steinbeck also recognizes the soul in humankind.  This fusion of body and soul becomes one of the dominant motifs of the book.  Despite his grim tone, Steinbeck does offer hope.  Humans can escape predatory society by committing themselves to a vision of social justice.  In so doing, they will achieve a mystic oneness with all humanity.  There is order to the universe, says Steinbeck, and every human can find a place through spiritually identifying with others.
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