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	MEANING

· Type of Essay

(Expository, Narrative, Argumentative, Persuasive, Cause & Effect, Compare & Contrast, Classification, Process, Example, Description Definition, Analogy, Personal, Literary, Satirical, etc)

· Topic/Purpose

· Thesis/Theme

· Key Ideas/Elements

· Author’s Viewpoint

(Voice/Tone/Mood)


	Compare & Contrast

In this essay from Living by the Word Selected Writings (1973-1987), Alice Walker draws an analogy between horses and humans, particularly enslaved African Americans.  Using description and narration, she concludes that humans and horses have much in common, that indeed “human animals and non-human animals can communicate quite well.”
Narration:  First person point of view; telling her story and recounting experiences, thoughts, feelings
Description:  highly expressive language to illustrate her main ideas (paragraphs 4 & 13)

Analogy:  animals & humans
Thesis:  (implied) Human beings and animals are fellow creatures sharing common feelings, with the same right to fair treatment.



	STRUCTURE

· Intro impact 

· Organization/Method of Development

· Arrangement:  chronological, spatial, deduction, induction
· Paragraph Development

· Topic Sentences

· Transitional Devices

· Flow of Ideas

· Conclusion impact


	· Layers of meaning especially with the Billie Holiday song.  Walker, as an African American woman, identifies so closely with the horse—trapped and without freedom—that she feels at one with him.  As well, Blue turns into a “crazed person” when he loses his beloved companion, and so the lyrics reflect his feeling of loss.  She feels his pain and is blue.  
· White horse connection:  analogy between slavery and the freedom of the white race

· Narration, childhood memories, examples (p. 5), back to narration, strong shocking examples, thematic connection to Blue as landscape and imagery not as a person.  Cyclical in a sense/sad.

· Description, narration, analogy



	STYLISTIC

DEVICES
· Formal/Informal
· Supporting Evidence
· Rhetorical Devices

· Sentence Structure
· Types of Sentences
· Diction
· Propaganda/common logical fallacies
· Figurative language
· Imagery
· Metaphor/Simile
· Denotation/Connotation
· Oxymoron
· Symbols
· Allegory
· Onomatopoeia
· Repetition
· Hyperbole
· Understatement/Litotes
· Puns/wit/humour/irony
· Sarcasm/satire
· Allusions
· Analogy
· Word Order
· Rhetorical Question

	·  Starts with a quotation from a Billie Holiday song (allusion)
· Cover of textbook connection (?)

· Symbolism:  names Blue (depression, sadness, sorrow); White horse (freedom)

· Alliteration:  would whinny

· Simile:  thrilled as a child, Indians like animals, fog like ribbon, Blue like a crazed person

· Description:  a house of many windows; meadow; horse eating the apples (praising it in a sense – finality/high broad-breasted enormity)

· Childhood memories:  Nan/horse spooked by her brother, thrown headfirst into a tree trunk

· Humour:  horseback riding was not the safest sport for me (Litotes/understatement)

· Theme:  The depth of feeling one would see in horse’s eyes.

· Examples for support:  “mammy”/Indians “like animals” compliment/American men and foreign wives (only wanting to see their reflections and individuals.)/youth (connect with oppressed people; cries for acceptance and love)
· Symbols:  brown horse gives Blue a look of independence, self-possession, inalienable horseness; horses of justice/of peace

· Personification:  Blue like a crazed person

· Quotation bottom of p. 6 “We are one lesson.”

· The look of hatred; beast-like; more painful than the look of despair is the look of disgust with human beings; with life; the look of hatred.

· Irony:  all the apples in the world wouldn’t change that fact; I am eating misery (verbal irony)

· Juxtaposition:  Blue as imagery against the grass vs. the reality of his grief

· Strong examples (top of p. 7)

	Evaluation

· Effectiveness

· Author’s intent achieved?

· Overall impact/success

· Unique qualities
· Recommendations
	· Strong narration and compare/contrast essay.
· Effective

· We question the essence of an animal’s instinct vs. humans’ ability to reason.

· I can see Walker’s connection even though she takes it to the extreme.  She has left the reader with a strong impact (especially her last line “I am eating misery” and she spits out the steak.)

· Unique connections /strong writer/she doesn’t have to spell out her beliefs in great detail.  We feel it.  She doesn’t have to go in-depth about the history of African Americans being mistreated; we know she believes it was wrong; instead she connects her idea with Blue being fenced in.

	Reading Strategies

· How I found meaning from the text (made connections, anticipated possibilities, reflected upon & evaluated ideas/meanings)
· What areas do I need to work on?
	I utilized the ELA Handbook terms, style section, and all the important stuff Mrs. Pisoni said was really really important when analysing an essay’s effectiveness.
Areas to work on:  connecting to the social context/milieu 


2.1 Construct meaning from text & context; 2.2 Understand & appreciate textual forms, elements & techniques; 

3.2.1 Select, record & organize info
