
 Musical and Sound in "The Lake Isle of Innisfree"
        Poetry can evoke strong feelings both happy and sad.  The mood of longing for something one does not have is one such feeling.  W.B. Yeats, in his poem "The Lake Isle of Innisfree," creates a mood of aching longing  through several musical devices.  In this poem the narrator describes how he wants to leave the city and live alone and content on an island in a lake in Ireland.    Assonance and alliteration, words that describe sound, and the repetition of key words and phrases are all used to reinforce the author's sense sadness and yearning.

      The author makes great use of assonance and alliteration to create the mood of the poem.  Short vowel sounds are used to describe aspects of the island which he loves, while longer vowel sounds describe the city and his resolve to leave it.  The repeated short "a" sound in line two is repeated six times, "And a small cabin build there, of clay and wattles made."  This short and soft sound brings a feeling of peacefulness in describing the place he will build, which contrasts with the harsher long "i" sound which is found in line one.  "I will arise and go now, and go to Innisfree."  These repeated sounds compare with the narrator's feelings- the peace of Innisfree and the unhappiness of the city where he currently lives.   Alliteration is also used extensively in this poem.  The "l" sound in line four of the first stanza " and live alone in the bee loud glade" and again in the final stanza in line two "I hear lake water lapping with low sounds by the shore."  Again this repeated sound is used to reinforce the peacefulness of the island setting, which contrasts with the irregular consonant sounds which describe the city.

       While the poet makes extensive use of sounds to create the sense of longing that is at the heart of this poem, he also writes about sound.  For instance, he refers to the sound of the bees, the singing of the crickets and the sound of the linnets wings, and again at the end of the poem he mentions how he can "hear the lake water lapping" while he stands on the roadway.  Sound then is a part of the imagery of the poem, creating in the reader a melodic and melancholy mood.  The final line of the poem "I hear it in the deep heart's core" serves to illustrate the use of  three devices, assonance in the repeated long "e" sound, alliteration of the "h" sound, and the use of words about sound, the sound of the lake that he hears in his heart.  

     This melancholy mood is enhanced by the narrator's repetition of key phrases.  In the first line, he repeats the word "go."  "I will arise and go now, and go to Innisfree." In the final stanza, he repeats the phrase "I will arise and go now" again.This serves to enhance the narrator's disposition towards urgency and desperation.  In the first line of the second stanza he repeats the word "peace,"  " And I shall have some peace there, for peace comes dropping slow."  This emphasizes his need to experience the restfulness that he believes Innisfree will bring.  

      W.B. Yeats provides the reader of his poem with a warm feeling for this special place, the Lake Isle of Innisfree.  Through the use of musical devices such as alliteration and assonance, the use of a melodic rhythm and repeated rhyme scheme, the use of sound imagery and the repetition of meaningful words, he makes the reader understand how much he loves and longs for the lake.  His skillful use of the language creates a sense of desire for his place that is almost painful.

