Outline for the Five Paragraph Essay 

Why write an outline?  While many people hate to make outlines as they feel they are a waste of time, an outline is an excellent way for you to organize your ideas.  If you are writing a formal essay, an outline is almost a necessity.  From time to time, you will be asked to submit both the outline and the composition for marking.  For the purposes of this week's writing assignment, you will only be asked to complete the essay.  However, you should write an outline first and base your essay on the outline.  

Title:  All essays should have a title
Topic: State the topic you are addressing

Thesis: State your position on the topic. This is the view you will support through development of body paragraph details.  
Introduction
Generalization:  Present the topic in a general manner, suggesting its importance to the audience.
Thesis: State your position on the topic 

I. Main point-  Identify the details you will develop to support your thesis 
II. Second main point- Identify the details you will develop to support your thesis 
III. Third main point- Identify the details you will develop to support your thesis 
Body
I. First main point:  

     A. Topic sentence - Provide a sentence that identifies the detail to be developed in the paragraph 
Details/Quotations -  Provide details and quotations that will be used to develop your paragraph's topic and, in turn, support your thesis
             a. 
             b.

             c.    

II. Second main point:

      B. Topic sentence - Provide a sentence that identifies the detail to be devloped in the paragraph 
Details/Quotations -  Provide details and quotations that will be used to develop your paragraph's topic and, in turn, support your thesis
             a. 

             b.

             c.    

III. Third main point:

          C. Topic sentence - Provide a sentence that identifies the detail to be devloped in the paragraph 
Details/Quotations -  Provide details and quotations that will be used to develop your paragraph's topic and, in turn, support your thesis
             a. 

             b.

             c.    

      
 Conclusion
I. Restate the thesis: Provide the thesis statement in new wording  

II. Summarize main ideas, suggesting how they contribute to your thesis. 

III. Make a general statement about the topic

