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Building Paragraphs 

An assignment requiring a paragraph response requires some careful thought and organization.  

1. Begin by defining the topic.  Often, the topic will be clearly defined; sometimes you are expected to define it further.  Ask yourself the following as you read the assignment:  “What am I supposed to explain?”  If the topic is prejudice you will need to narrow the topic.  If the question asks “In what way does prejudice affect your life?”, you will certainly know the direction you must take.  

2. Then, think of the details you could use to support that topic.  List them as you think of them.  Choose the most useful details after you have several.  Number them in the order you could use them.

3. Now, write your one-sentence summary of your position on the topic.  If the topic is a question, your answer will become the topic sentence stating the main idea.  It is often the first sentence of the paragraph, but the experienced writer may deliberately choose some other location. 

Notice how this sample paragraph organizer produced the paragraph that follows.
	Topic:
Who is the real William Shakespeare?

	Order:

5

3

4

1

2

6
	Details:

· influenced English literature strongly 

· 37 plays 

· 154 sonnets

· few verifiable details of his life and activities. 

· scholars disagree on who Shakespeare actually was

· still influences our lives

	Topic Sentence:

When we search for biographic details about William Shakespeare, we need not feel disappointed.

	Clincher Sentence:

Through a study of his writings, we can conclude much, but we must be cautious.



When we search for biographic details about William Shakespeare, we need not feel disappointed. Scholars have very few verifiable details of his life and activities. In fact, many disagree on who William Shakespeare actually was. For our purposes, he is the writer of the famed 37 plays and 154 sonnets that have shaped so much of English literature and still influence our lives—even when we are unaware of it! Through a study of his writings, we can conclude much. However, we must be somewhat tentative of describing the man because so few of our conclusions are verifiable.

A clear paragraph shows clear thinking about one subject clearly explored.

Use this organizer to plan a paragraph.  Use some topic from the course, or pursue your own interests

.
Paragraph Organizer
	Topic:

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

	Order:
	Details:

· …………………………………………………………………………………………

· …………………………………………………………………………………………

· …………………………………………………………………………………………

· …………………………………………………………………………………………

· …………………………………………………………………………………………

· …………………………………………………………………………………………

· …………………………………………………………………………………………

	Topic Sentence:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

	Clincher Sentence:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………


Your paragraph:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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