ENGLISH 30 -1 DIPLOMA EXAM
PART B: READING
1. There is no substitute for reading as many different literary works as possible by many different authors, poets and playwrights.
2. Read the passage by circling, underlining, marking on or hi-lighting the most important words / parts or things which may confuse you.
3. Unfamiliar vocabulary? First, check foot or side notes. Otherwise, look at the surrounding sentences to get an approximate bearing of the word's meaning. Re-read, if necessary.
4. Don't forget to read any introductions to passages: they often hold important information for you.
5. Don't ignore the title of a passage: it can be a clue as to theme / meaning, especially in a poem.
6. The author's name and notes about them (placed usually at the end of passage) may help you to understand the piece better.
7. If there are confusing sentences or parts, look closely at the sentences before and after to try to get an idea as to meaning, even if you don't understand each word in the sentence itself.
8. Go back and re-read when lines are given to you: e.g.: The context of lines 43 to 67 suggest that "disinterested" means
a.  bored
b.  unbiased
c.  alienated
d.  uninterested

Uninterested sounds like a safe answer, but the context may be wrong. What if lines 43 - 67 spoke of an honest, fair-minded judge who listens with close attention? Then unbiased would be the right answer.
9. Do NOT skip reading the entire selection and only read the lines mentioned in the question. Not only will you get a very sketchy understanding of the piece, but you will not be able to answer any questions based on the piece as a whole. Odds are high that you would easily fail the test this way.
10. Do NOT be "lazy" - Re-read!! A good reader must re-read as many times as it takes to get understanding.
11. The Shakespearean passage can usually be read a bit at a time - stop; answer questions up to that point; continue on for a bit - stop etc.
