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Lesson 7
Symbolism
Objectives:

· To recognize the importance of symbolism in A Streetcar Named Desire
· To focus on the symbolic significance of color, sound, actions, and objects within the play
Notes:


Tennessee Williams employs a series of interwoven symbols to represent the characters’ personalities and psyches, to emphasize the inevitable clash of their worlds, and to heighten the atmosphere of tension.  The symbol of light portrays the raw world of reality in which Stanley lives (the naked light bulb) and illusive world of magic and shadow in which Blanche lives (her need for candlelight and paper lanterns).  This and other symbols help the audience recognize the escalating conflict between illusion and reality as seen in Blanche and Stanley.
Handouts:
17, 18, 19, 20, and 21
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