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Lesson 6
Obstacles to Escape
Objectives:

· To recognize personal situations in which obstacles had to be overcome in order to be free of entrapment
· To recognize the problems encountered by the protagonist to define the obstacles which have limited the protagonist’s choices
Notes:


Early in the play, the audience realizes that the entire life of Blanche DuBois has been affected by the discovery of her young husband’s homosexuality, her resulting rejection of him, and finally his suicide.

In addition to this tragedy, Blanche had found herself engulfed in a series of long illnesses and slow deaths in her family, with no one to turn to for help or comfort.  The loss of Belle Reve, the DuBois ancestral home, was the final blow.


Avenues of escape which might have saved Blanche were inaccessible to her.  She seeks escape in alcohol and sexual promiscuity, which in turn lead to her expulsion from her job and hometown.  The arrival on her sister’s doorstep is her last hope of salvation.


Through an understanding of Blanche’s past and present predicaments and of the obstacles prohibiting viable solutions, students can more objectively view the protagonist without passing harsh judgment on her and can perhaps ultimately feel compassion for her.

Handouts:
15, 16

Assignment:

Read scenes 9-11
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