English 20 Miss Seward

Questions To Ask Yourself When Reading a Poem

· What do all the words mean?  (Look up any strange words in the dictionary to learn their meaning and verify how they're pronounced.)

· Who is the speaker?  Is it the author?  Is it a major character or a minor character in the scene?  Is it an objective narrator?

· Is anyone listening to the speaker?  Is the poem directed to a specific person or audience, or is it directed to a general audience?  If the audience is a specific person, be sure to identify the person in as detailed a fashion as possible.  What is the speaker's attitude or feelings toward his or her listener?

· Where and when does the action take place?

· What happens - or has happened - in the poem?

· When does the most intense moment in the poem occur?

· What is the basic mood of the poem?

· What is the theme or main idea of the poem?

· How does this poem touch you or connect to your life?

