English 10-1/Seward

ROMEO AND JULIET - SUMMARY

THE PROLOGUE

· given the themes and the plot of the play

· two prominent families, the Capulets and the Montagues, live in Verona, Italy and are enemies

· their ancient feud interferes with the love of Romeo and Juliet - the “star-cross’d lovers”

· the lovers are forced to desperate actions that doom them to death

· the tone of the chorus’ speech is serious

ACT I 

Scene i

· setting is in Verona in a public place

· scene is quite comical

· some innuendo

· “naked weapon”, “draw your tool”, “pretty piece of flesh”

· Sampson and Gregory

· Capulet servants

· Will not be humiliated by Montague servants

· Joke around

· Abraham and Balthasar

· Montague servants

· Confront Sampson and Gregory

· Sampson bites his thumb at Abraham and Balthasar and a quarrel starts

· Benvolio attempts to beat down their swords then  Tybalt enters, battle becomes serious

· Prince Escalus arrives, stops the fighting, orders the two families to keep the peace or else be punished by death

· Benvolio remains, asked by Montagues to discover the reason for Romeo’s melancholy

· we discover that Romeo is in love with Rosaline who does not love him in return

Quotes to Know

· “The quarrel is between our masters and us their men” = means everyone associated with either family is involved in “ancient grudge”

· “A crutch , a crutch!  why call you for a sword?” = spoken by Lady Capulet insinuating her husband is too old to fight

· “Three civil brawls, bred of an airy word”

· “If ever you disturb our streets again your lives shall pay the forfeit of the peace” = foreshadowing

· “O brawling love! O loving hate!”  “O heavy lightness! serious vanity!” = oxymoron

· “She’ll not be hit with Cupid’s arrow” = allusion – reference to Cupid the god of love

Scene ii

· setting is Verona

· Paris asks Capulet’s permission to marry Juliet, Paris is a kinsman to Prince Escalus

· Capulet is hesitant because she is not quite 14 so suggests he wait two years or more

· Paris had also better court Juliet to make sure she loves him

· Capulet announces a ball for that night, requests the servant go and announce it 

· the servant can’t read, runs into Romeo in the street asks him to read it for him

· Romeo sees that Rosaline will be there, Rosaline is a Capulet so he can’t have her anyway!

· Benvolio suggests that Romeo go there and “compare her face with some that I shall show, and I will make thee think thy swan a crow”

· Romeo replies that he will go but only to see the fair Rosaline

Quotes to Know

“...and ‘tis not hard, I think, For men as old as we to keep the peace.” = Capulet admits that peace would be easy

“Take thou some new affection in thy eye” = Benvolio thinks Romeo just needs to see new women to forget Rosaline

“if you be not of the house of Montagues, I pray, come and crush a cup of wine” = the servant doesn’t realize Romeo is a Montague and thus invites him to the party

Scene iii

· it is the middle of July and two weeks before Juliet’s fourteenth birthday

· setting is a room in the house of Capulet

· we meet the Nurse, Lady Capulet and Juliet

· the Nurse raised Juliet since birth and is a mother-figure to her

· Lady Capulet asks Juliet “How stands your disposition to be married”

· Juliet responds “It is an honor that I dream not of”

· the ladies tell Juliet that Paris wishes to marry her and they make him out to be very appealing “he is a man of wax” and “he is a flower”

· Lady Capulet asks “can you like of Paris’ love?”

· Juliet replies “I’ll look to like if looking liking move;”, she will follow her mom’s wishes

· Lady Capulet is not interested in Juliet’s choice

· Juliet is prepared to fall in love at first sight with Paris, according to her mother

· she should study him like a book in need of a cover and binding = this is an example of an conceit which is an extended comparison

Scene iv

· Romeo, Benvolio and Mercutio are on their way to the ball

· Romeo is depressed and not in the mood for a party

· he has had a foreboding dream about the party and is apprehensive about going

· he says “And we mean well in going to this mask; but ‘tis no wit to go”

· Mercutio explains that dreams are not of fate, only everyday events

· Mercutio delivers the Queen Mab Passage

· Romeo gives in and agrees to go but says “...for my mind misgives some consequence, yet hanging in the stars...” and “...He that hath the steerage of my course direct my sail!”

· Mercutio is a foil to Romeo and a friend, he is not as dreamy but much more realistic

· much foreshadowing

· “If love be rough with you, be rough with love; prick love for pricking, and you beat love down.”

· Romeo sees in the “stars” a premonition of his own death and calls in Providence to guide him

Scene v

· Romeo and friends are at the Capulet ball

· he sees Juliet and marvels at her beauty “...O she doth teach the torches to burn bright!” and “...For I ne’er saw true beauty till this night”

· Tybalt recognizes Romeo’s voice and insists that Capulet do something about it

· Capulet allows Romeo to stay because he is no trouble and warns Tybalt to settle down

· Tybalt responds “...I will withdraw; but this intrusion shall now seeming sweet convert to bitter gall”

· Romeo goes to Juliet and wishes to touch and kiss her, she allows him,  they do not yet know each other’s identity – love at first sight

· Romeo asks Nurse for her name and Juliet asks Nurse for his

· Juliet says, “My only love sprung from my only hate!”

· Irony - Romeo is doing what Benvolio wants - purging love melancholy by falling in love with another

· note that Lord Capulet doesn’t mind that Romeo is at the ball…what about the feud?

· Romeo describes his love for Juliet in very similar terms to those he used to describe Rosaline

ACT II 

Scene i

· Benvolio and Mercutio try to find Romeo but he wants to be alone and hides from them

· Mercutio makes fun of Romeo’s courtly love and says that he prefers physical love

· Benvolio feels “Blind is (Romeo’s) love and best befits the dark”

Scene ii

· THE FAMOUS BALCONY SCENE

· Romeo is hiding in the Capulet garden looking at Juliet’s window

· he speaks of how beautiful she is and how he wishes that “..he were a glove upon that hand that I might touch that cheek!”

· Juliet cries “O Romeo, Romeo!  Wherefore art thou Romeo?”

· she will deny his name and her name so that they can be together

· they profess their love for one another and quickly move to words of marriage

· Romeo feels his “life were better ended by their hate, than death prorogued wanting of thy love”

· Juliet asks “If that thy bent of love be honorable, thy purpose marriage, send me word to-morrow”

· Romeo tells her to send her nurse at 9 the next morning

· Romeo and Juliet are in love with love

· light and dark imagery - in the day world of Verona the lovers find darkness but at night they find angelic love

Scene iii

· Monday morning

· Friar Laurence is gathering herbs on the hillside

· The Friar is a spiritual guide and scientist

· He notes the earth is a tomb and womb to life, creation is for the good of man

· He comments on Romeo’s fickle nature

· Romeo has come to this man who is his friend and religious confessor for advice

· the Friar thinks that Romeo is talking about Rosaline

· Romeo wishes the Friar to marry the lovers but Friar Laurence warns him to take things easy “Wisely and slow; they stumble that run too fast”

· he agrees to marry them in hopes that it may end the feud between their families

Scene iv

· Monday afternoon

· Mercutio and Benvolio are in the street talking to one another

· Benvolio says that Tybalt has sent a letter to Romeo’s house with a challenge

· they are not very worried by it

· Romeo arrives in good spirits, back to his old self

· the Nurse arrives to find out if Romeo is true to his word and to take a message back to Juliet

· she warns him to be true to her 

· he tells the nurse their plans, requests Juliet come in the afternoon to Friar Laurence’s cell where they will be married

· innuendo between Mercutio and the Nurse are a counter movement of Romeo and Juliet’s intense passion

· Juliet associates Romeo with rosemary, the flower of remembrance…this is foreshadowing

Scene v

· in Juliet’s garden

· Juliet’s soliloquy at the beginning of this scene allows her to express her feelings for Romeo

· she has been waiting three hours for the nurse to return and she is growing impatient because the Nurse should have been back in half an hour

· Nurse arrives and further frustrates Juliet by refusing to give her the message from Romeo

· Juliet ironically states that old people feign “as they were dead”

· the Nurse both mocks and praises Romeo and finally gives Juliet the message that she is to meet Romeo this afternoon to marry him

Scene vi

· in Friar Laurence’s cell

· he warns Romeo “These violent delights have violent ends”

· he prays that Providence will give them no later cause for sorrow

· Romeo declares absolute love and defies the forces of death

· the lovers are married

ACT III 

Scene i

· the turning point of the play - the play moves from comedy to tragedy

· hot day in Verona - heat causes Mercutio to want to pick a fight

· Tybalt enters the scene ready to fight

· Romeo enters, all that he wants is to bond the two families together - he is kind to Tybalt

· Romeo steps in between Tybalt and Mercutio who are about to fight and Tybalt slays Mercutio under Romeo’s arm

· Mercutio curses the two families shouting “a plague on both your houses”

· he also declares that he only has a “scratch”’

· Romeo transforms from a lover to a fighter and kills Tybalt then Romeo flees

· Lady Capulet demands Romeo’s life but the Prince announces his exile

· note the speed of everything - the lover /fighter in Romeo, marriage, murder in two days

· he is caught between love and hate

· Lady Capulet wants blood for blood - ironically Romeo is her blood

· Romeo is idealistic to think he can mend the feud through marriage

· “Ratcatcher” - a continuing reference to Tybalt as a cat

· If Romeo stood aside, Tybalt would be killed and the feud would be over

· Romeo gains Juliet and loses her all in one night

· Romeo is “fortune’s fool” - Romeo does have his flaws

Scene ii

· in the Capulet garden

· Juliet is unaware of the events with Romeo

· she calls on horses to bring in the night (for the consummation)

· speech about the night

· relates Romeo to the star imagery - again he is light to her

· love, in dark isolation, is brighter than the day

· Nurse enters and tells Juliet that “he is dead”

· finally says Tybalt’s name - realizes that Romeo has shed Tybalt’s blood

· Juliet feels family name has been disgraced then claims Romeo is better than her family

· she is more upset over Romeo’s exile than her cousin’s death

· Nurse says she’ll go get Romeo for a last farewell

· note that both lovers compare each other to the stars (Fate)

· surrenders her “maidenhead” to death - not Romeo (FORESHADOWS theme of death)

Scene iii

· Friar Laurence thinks he has good news for Romeo - he is only banished

· for Romeo, banishment is death

· Laurence thinks Romeo should be happy - they argue over the situation

· the nurse enters - Romeo says that his name has murdered Juliet

· Romeo draws his sword and tries to kill himself - the climax of his melancholy - he puts passion above reason

· Laurence reveals why Romeo should be optimistic

· Romeo is revived once he sees Juliet’s ring

· Romeo seeks “poison-mixed” or a “sharp-ground knife” - FORESHADOW of the instruments used by the lovers – IRONY

· the Nurse is a go-between and Friar Laurence is like Romeo’s father, the voice of religion

· “There is no world without Verona walls, But purgatory, torture, hell itself.”

Scene iv

· Capulet and Paris plan for Juliet’s wedding when she is already married and celebrating her consummation at the time

· Dramatic irony exists from the fact that they are planning for Juliet’s wedding even though she is already married

· wedding date = Thursday night - note the speed of events

Scene v

· the bird that wakes the couple is a nightingale

· Juliet has a terrible premonition – FATE

· IRONY- Lady Capulet thinks Juliet’s tears are for Tybalt

· Juliet uses paradoxes in her speech to her father

· the power of fate is too terrible for Juliet - her parents will disown her is she doesn’t marry Paris

· “I think it best you married with the County.  O’ he’s a lovely gentleman! Romeo’s a dishclout to him...”

ACT IV 

Scene i

· in Friar Laurence’s cell, Paris has come to make arrangements for the wedding

· Friar complains “the time is very short”

· Juliet arrives, distraught and needing the Friar’s advice

· Juliet threatens suicide if her problems cannot be otherwise solved (like Romeo)

· Friar gives her vial which will make Juliet look dead but only put her in a trance for 42 hours (Thursday and Friday), then awaken in the Capulet monument where Romeo will greet her

· she calls upon love - not Providence - to give her courage

· unlike Romeo, Juliet confronts the dangers of their love

Scene ii

· at the Capulet mansion

· the Capulets prepare for the wedding

· as planned, Juliet informs her father she will marry Paris, asks him to pardon her sins

· she retires to her room to prepare for the next day

· the Capulets rejoice at her change of attitude

· IRONY - happy Capulet but deceptive Juliet

· interesting that Capulet has pushed up the wedding date from Thursday to Wednesday

Scene iii

· in Juliet’s chamber

· Juliet asks for time alone to pray

· once everyone leaves, she reveals her real emotions - she is frightened of  never seeing her family again, maybe the poison is meant to kill her

· she is afraid of death and the spirits in the vault - imagines herself mad in the vault

· however, she does it all for Romeo and drinks the vial and falls into sleep

· “Or if I wake, shall I not be distraught, environed with all these hideous fears?  And madly play with my forefather’s joints?”

Scene iv

· plans for the wedding continue

· Lord Capulet calls upon Nurse to awaken Juliet for the bridegroom has already arrived

Scene v 

· the Nurse goes to waken Juliet but cannot and flees the room crying that Juliet is dead

· Lord and Lady Capulet enter and are understandably distraught

· Friar Laurence arrives and tries to calm the Capulets - remember that he is in on the plan

· Capulet “All things that we ordained festival, turn from their office to black funeral”

· Lady Capulet says “my child, my only life, revive, look up, or I will die with thee!”

· The comic interlude that follows prepares the audience for the tragedy of Act V

ACT V 

Scene i

· in Mantua

· Romeo has had a dream that Juliet came and found him dead

· Balthasar arrives without letters from the Friar but with the news that Juliet is dead

· Romeo decides to go to the Capulet monument that night “ Well, Juliet, I will lie with thee to-night”

· he goes to the apothecary to buy poison to end his life with

· “Such mortal drugs I have; but Mantua’s is death to any he that utters them.”

Scene ii

· Friar Laurence’s plan falls apart - the letter he sent with Friar John to Mantua has not been delivered - it has been sealed up due to the plague

· Juliet is to awaken in 3 hours’ time

· the Friar feels fortune has gone against him but he decides to go to Juliet’s tomb to get her when she awakens and take her to his cells until Romeo can come for her himself

· speed is needed to catch Romeo - accidents are the outcome of speed

Scene iii

· in the churchyard of the vault

· Paris has come to lay flowers on Juliet’s grave as has Romeo

· as Romeo is opening the vault, Paris arrives and fearing the worst challenges him

· Romeo slays Paris - they are brothers in their death for love

· METAPHOR - Romeo will revenge himself for death by forcing open its mouth (tomb) and cramming it with more food (himself)

· Romeo remarks that Juliet looks alive - DRAMATIC IRONY

· Romeo asks Tybalt’s forgiveness for slaying him

· Romeo drinks the poison and dies by Juliet

· Friar Laurence arrives and asks Balthasar what is going on

· enters the tomb to find  both Paris and Romeo dead

· Juliet awakens and asks Friar where Romeo is, she sees he is dead and refuses to leave the tomb with the Friar

· she tries to drink the poison but it is gone, she kisses Romeo hoping to get poison from his lips, to no avail

· finally, she snatches Romeo’s dagger and kills herself, falling on Romeo’s body

· gradually everyone else arrives and wonders what has happened

· the Friar tells the story of their marriage, etcetera

· Balthasar tells his story

· Romeo’s letter backs up both stories

· Montague announces that Lady Montague has killed herself over grieving for Romeo’s exile

· Prince Escalus asks that they learn from this horrible tragedy and end their feud

· the two families resolve their feud

· “for never was a story of more woe than this of Juliet and her Romeo”

· “But I can give thee more;  For I will raise her statue in pure gold;” 

