Greetings Band Parents,

The fundraising committee has been busy for the past month to get some ideas down on paper and to get the ball rolling in our efforts to replace the BINGO revenue.  Right now we average almost $2500 per BINGO worked.  This equates to annual revenue of about $55,000.  The committee has come up with a number of ventures that may replace the dollars needed to fund Band Trips in the manner that they have been in the past.   

The proposed ideas and their projected income so far are:

Grocery Cards									$5000
Bottle Drives									10,000
Dinner and Band performance with silent auction and/or student auction	20,000
Talent show at Monarch Theatre						5,000
Garage Sale									2,500
Donations									5,000
Program Advertising for Band performances					1,000
Tupperware Sales Blitz								1,500
TOTAL										$50,000

 The Community Spirit Grant matches in whole or in part donations made to the Band Parents Association. For every trip, there has been an upfront, non-refundable payment made by each student to commit to the trip and to allow Mr. Weisgerber to place deposits for accommodations, festivals, etc.  This year, we would like this to be a donation to the Band Parents Association.  This would allow us to use these funds in conjunction with the Community Spirit Grant.

As of now, we have only the grocery card program under way.  Everyone should have the info on the ordering and collecting of the cards.  The dinner performance and talent show will have involvement from Mr. Weisgerber on the talent aspect.  We also have a student who has committed to organizing the bottle drives.  The input of the students present at the meeting was impressive and bodes well for the success of our fundraising efforts.  What is going to be needed is the involvement of more parents/students in the organizing of these ideas into events.  One or two parents need to take control of each event to make the load as light as possible for the entire group. 
In the past, there has not been a required commitment from the Grade 9 Band students/Parents.  If this group were to be involved, it would spread the work out, making the possibility of reaching our goal much easier and likelier.  

Mr. Weisgerber has stated that he would need to know as early as January 2010 what the Band Parents are willing to commit to for the Large trip in 2011.  There is a lot of work that he puts into the organization of these events, and the more lead time the better.  This decision will be made by the Association, of which, every parent is a member.  The amount of money required will have a direct impact on the decision that we make.  With us working together and having the involvement of the students, our goal can be reached and the trips a success.
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