



McCoy School Council Meeting




     October 8, 2008

Present:  Shelly Mayer, Glen Barth, Janice Eckert, Maureen Adams, Brenda Dumont, Carol Drew, Geff Wilson, Debbie Volk, Kelli Russill, Linda Neuberger, Clyde Pudwell, and Sharon Martin

1. Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm.
2. Additions and approval of agenda- Maureen Adams moved to approve the agenda as circulated and Brenda Dumont seconded.
3. Opening Prayer- Mr. Clyde Pudwell led the prayer.
4. Chairperson’s report- Shelly Mayer asked Janice Eckert to speak to the group regarding the HPV vaccine.  Janice Eckert mentioned the school board has requested input from all school councils regarding the HPV vaccine being offered by the Health Unit.  Janice Eckert introduced Cathy Refa-Hern and Carla a 4th year student nurse.  Cathy described in detail the HPV vaccine and its benefits for girls currently in the 9-26 year age group.  She explained the rational behind offering the vaccine to girls in grade 5 and grade 9 at no cost to the parents.  A lengthy discussion followed on the benefits of vaccinating girls, and the bishop’s stance on the vaccine.  Following the discussion Brenda Dumont made the motion:  The McCoy School Council strongly recommends that the Medicine Hat Catholic Board of Education support the HPV vaccination program in the school in order to facilitate the maximum number of girls who are able to receive this important health benefit.  Geoff Wilson seconded……carried unanimously.    Janice Eckert will forward this recommendation to the school board before the October 14 school board meeting.  
             Shelly Mayer handed out amendments made to the McCoy School Council Constitution and Bylaws.  After having a chance to look over the document, Shelly Mayer motioned to accept the revised McCoy School Council Constitution and Bylaws as presented. Glen Barth seconded…….carried.


Shelly Mayer motioned to cancel “Caught in the Act”, Janice Eckert seconded… carried.

5. Elections- Mr. Pudwell held elections for all parent council positions. All positions were filled by acclamation.
               Chairperson- Shelly Mayer

               Vice Chairperson- Maureen Adams

               Secretary- Sharon Martin

               Treasurer- Janice Eckert

            Volunteers for Parent Association Reps-  Janice Eckert, Brenda Dumont

6. Student Report- Kelli Russill reported on the following:
1. Five girls and Mrs. Taylor went to a student leadership conference in Weyburn, Saskatchewan.  850 student leaders were in attendance and it was a good experience.

2.  Activities: 

a) Bright and Tight day- was a success, lots of students dressed up

b) McCoy Idol begins next week

c) Halloween contest- “Which witch is which?” Pictures of witches will be taken of those dressed as such, and students will have the chance to guess who is who.
d) Sunday November 30- Fashion Show, tickets will be sold for this event. Money raised will go to buy Christmas Hampers to give to families within the community.
       7. Administrator report-    Mr. Pudwell reported on the following:
a) AISI- (Alberta Initiative for School Improvement)- Assessment for Learning Update. The school is focusing on Assessment for Learning
1. Trying to have student responsible for their own learning, evaluate themselves

2. Uses practices- use assessment to assess where the student is at and where weaknesses are so the teacher can help student.

3. Subjects are divided into teams: Math, Science, English, Social, CTS, Fine Arts, Special Ed, Religion, Phys Ed, Faith Formation.  Teachers develop a project proposal- come up with strategies, what to do and how to do it.  They work on unpacking the curriculum, building skills, working on common assessments, vertical teaming- helps students learn better.
b) Athletic Program Sponsorship- Mr. Pudwell said that he presented the idea to Friends of McCoy and the group will look after funneling the funds.  A discussion followed on the signs, what they would look like, how is gold different from bronze, etc.  The final decision was to let the committee that was set up at the school decide what should be put up in the gym.
c) New Drug Policy Input- Mr. Pudwell distributed a copy of Page 15 from the student handbook on the Alcohol/Drug Policy.  He discussed some of the changes he would like to make and the rationale behind them.  He will make a few amendments to the policy and bring it to the next meeting.
d) DIPS/PATS- Mr. Schlosser is drafting a district report which should be ready for the next parent council meeting.

e) 3 Year Education Plan- Mr. Pudwell asked if the parents were aware of the plan presented last year.  They said that they had gone through this in detail last year.  Mr. Pudwell said there seems to be a need to develop a gifted program for students from upper elementary school up to high school. 

f) Speeders-  Some St. Francis parents have complained about the high school students speeding through the school zone.  The police are aware of this situation.  Some parents suggested that maybe a comment about fast drivers should be put in the next newsletter.
8. Teacher Representative- Mr. Glen Barth and Mrs. Carol Drew mentioned that everything is fantastic.  It is fun coming to school.  Mrs. Drew reported that Mrs. Taylor received a $2000.00 cheque from the Medicine Hat Mall for the student council to use on something that will benefit all students at McCoy.  They are still discussing what to use the money on.  Mrs. Drew also commented on the fact that a gift/talented program is needed in the more grades so that vertical planning/teaming can take place.  
9. Treasurer’s Report- Janice Eckert reported the account balance is $478.25. Janice Eckert requested a cheque for student fees from McCoy.  Mr. Pudwell will ensure that parent council will receive their funds.
   10. Motion to Adjourn- motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 p.m. 

    11. Next Meeting- November 19, 2008- 7:00 pm.  
smartin

