MINUTES
McCoy School Council Meeting
March 17, 2010 

Present:  Clyde Pudwell, Janice Eckert, Lisa Faller, Carol Drew, Shelly Mayer, Michaelene Spencer, Geoff Wilson, Linda Toresdahl

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:05 by Chair, Janice Eckert.  An opening prayer was lead by Clyde Pudwell.

2. Agenda:  There were no additions.  The agenda was approved on motion by Shelly Mayer/Clyde Pudwell.

3. Minutes of the Jan. 20 meeting were approved on a motion by Carol Drew/Shelly Mayer.

4. Administration Report by Clyde Pudwell:

a) Grade Reconfiguration:  The Board may need to design a new plan, since the Division may not be able to take back St. Thomas School until next year.  It seems that the Minister of Ed requires one year's notice when a school lease is not renewed.  The Minister will make a decision in about 4 weeks, based on the results of MHSD 76's attempt to secure another suitable space for the program that is currently occupying St. Thomas School.  If the Board cannot move forward with the original plan at this time, Gr. 9 may need to remain at McCoy for one more school year.
b) Field Trip Admin Procedure:  The Board is revising this procedure.  They intend to base the revised policy on a previous MHCBE school's policy (view this policy at Sample Field Trip Policy pages 41-49). Copies were provided to all in attendance.  Please contact Clyde with any questions, or if you wish to provide input.  All input will be forwarded to the Superintendent.  
c) Student Progress Reports are going home with students today and tomorrow.  Two teachers who are unable to meet this deadline due to circumstances beyond their control have received an extension, and their progress reports will go out next week.
d) PD Day will be held March 19.  A morning staff meeting will be followed by an afternoon session by Damien Cooper, who is a specialist in the area of assessment for learning.
e) Sr. Boys & Girls Provincial Basketball Championships:  McCoy School is proud to host the provincials this year (March 18-20).  Many teachers and parents of basketball players have done a tremendous amount of work to make this possible.
f) Showcase of the Bands:  This fundraising event will be held March 26, with proceeds going to Haiti disaster relief.  Student bands will perform, and there will be a used CD sale.  Students are asked to bring in unwanted CD's, which will be sold for $5 each.
g) Parent-Teacher Interviews will be held March 30 & 31.  The time slot for Day 2 will be shorter this year, due to historically low attendance on that day.  In response to a suggestion at this meeting, Clyde will look into posting information on the school website regarding teachers who may be absent on March 30 or 31.   
h) Holy Week Celebration:  A Tennebrae (reflection of Jesus' last hours)--will be held April 1, from approx. 1:45 - 2:15 at the school.  An Easter Mass will be held April 16 at Holy Family Parish church.  Youth Minister, Lance Rosen, has been visiting the school frequently, relationship-building with students.  The new Religious Ed Coordinator, Amanda Crowley, has suggested holding Mass at McCoy once a month (at noon), for anyone interested in attending.  Clyde will present this idea to staff at this week's meeting.
i) School Dance:  April 16 at the school.
j) Report Cards will be released on April 22 .
k) The recent Fine Arts Production, "Cinderella" was very well received.  Clyde received a great deal of positive feedback via e-mails and comments from parents and other community members.
l) A Search weekend will be held at McCoy School April 30-May 2.  Contact the school for more information.

5. Student Rep Report :  Student Rep, Colleen Schauerte, was absent.

6. Teacher Rep Report:  Carol Drew reported that the already healthy school atmosphere has become increasingly positive, with Catholicity rising, good support from administration, etc.

7. Parent Association Rep Report  by Lisa Faller:  
Highlights of Jan. 25 meeting:
· Presentations regarding the sports and fine arts academies were given by Principals from Notre Dame & St. Mary's Schools.  It was noted that academy fees, paid by parents of the students, do cover the costs of running the academies.
· Kim Rae, On Track Coordinator, gave a presentation on "Fundraising the Healthy Way".
· The Busing/Cold Weather policy was discussed.  An information letter was sent to parents.

8. Treasurer’s Report by Janice Eckert in Helen Brown's absence:  Our current bank balance is $1469.77.  

9. Chair's Report by Janice Eckert:  
· Thank you to Carol Drew for coordinating the School Council donation towards the Provincials.
· Thank you to Shelly Mayer for volunteering to coordinate the Staff Appreciation Event.

10.  Old Business: 
10.1	Donation for Provincials:  Carol Drew pursued a suggestion made at the Jan. 20 meeting, that School Council consider making a donation to help out with expenses for the Basketball Provincials tournament.  Janice Laing, organizer, felt that a donation of $200 to cover the cost of refreshments for the coaches' lounge would be welcome.  Due to short time lines, an executive decision was made to donate $200.  

11.  New Business:
11.1	Alberta School Council's Assoc. Annual Conference:  This year's conference will be held April 23-25 in Edmonton.  School Council will cover the cost of some expenses, should any members wish to attend.  Please contact Janice Eckert asap for registration information, if you are interested. 

12. Next Meetings:  Wed., May 26.

13. The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m.
